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THE T.U.C. meets next week at a
time when the Social Contract bet-
ween the trade union leaders and the
Labour Government is under more
strain than ever before.

One and a half million people are
out of work — the highest number
since the war. 150,000 of them are
school leavers.

Prices are still soaring and wages
are still falling behind. The cuts in
the Social Services are biting further
into workers’ standard of living.

All this — and yet strike figures
are at their lowest for 25 years.
What a feather in the cap of the trade
union bureaucrats! Now that they
have pacified their members and
shown their good faith to the bosses
and their Labour government allies,
they think they can go into a
huddle with these people. And, they
would have us believe (as undoubtedly
they themselves believe) that out of
such a huddle can come jobs for
their members.

That’s their total idea of fighting
for jobs — whispering sweet nothings
into the ear of the Labour govern-
ment. Reflate the economy; impose
import controls; get rid of foreign
workers first; put a few coppers into
training schemes. That’s what they’re
saying.

And when the government pays
no attention to these whisperings,
they’re quite willing to go along with
pay curbs so that the bosses can get
richer and the workers can get —
perhaps — a few more crumbs off
their masters’ table.

Well, that’s one way to ‘fight for
jobs’. It has all the appearance of
seriousness: going to the top, getting
to the economic roots of the crisis
and so on.

The only trouble is — it doesn’t
work.

THE HOLIDAY atmosphere of the
Notting Hill Caribean Carnival .was
soured by the presence of over
1,500 police.

During the two days of the Car-
nival the cops were harassing young
blacks under the pretext of search-
ing for pick-pockets. The tense
situation finally exploded when 10
cops dragged one young West Indian
down a back alley. His friends cfart.

There is another way, which is
simpler and more direct, and which
everyone can join in. And it DOES
work. And that is to tackle the prob-
lem head on.

* BAN Overtime
* DON’T cover for jobs lost through
* redundancies or natural wastage..
* NO productivity deals — NO
speed-up.
* When faced with redundancies,
DEMAND WORK OR FULL PAY.

* CUT the hours — not the jobs.
Fight for the 35-hour week.

* DEMAND nationalisation of
firms that declare redundancies and
OCCUPY the bosses’ factories to
hold their property to ransome for
our jobs.

It is action along these lines that
can stop the rot and begin a real
fight-back against unemployment.
But this does not mean we can afford
to ignore the TUC and leave them
in their little dream-world while we
get on with the real fight. The TUC
can wield enormous power if it cares
to do so. We must try to force it to
act NOW to give official support to
the policies outlined above.

That is why the Right to Work -
March and Lobby of the TUC on
September 7th is of vital importance
for every trade unionist who wants
to do something to fight unemploy-
ment. Hundreds of young people
and trade unionists will be on the

march and lobby showing their
contempt and anger for the sell-outs
of the TUC. 5

YOUR PLACE SHOULD BE WITH
THEM!

RIGHT TO WORK MARCH: leaves

Charing Cross embankment, London, at
11am on Saturday 4th September. The
lobby starts at 11am on 7th September.

scale ri8t broke out. It lasted from
4.30 pm until late in the evening.
Hundreds of police reinforcements
were drafted in to be met with fierce
resistance from the young West
Indians. All their pent-up anger
and frustration aginst the treatment
they are continually subjected to by
the police boiled over. For once
they were in a strong position — this
time it wasn’t the case of a lot of

against
racism!

March [-iicg

March for the Right to Work

JOBS:
STOP
-

.a bottle of sherry out of a smashed-
up shop window...The other 49
can expect sentences equally as
viscious.

The black victims of the police
must be defended. They were not
‘black hooligans’ on the rampage —
but young kids protesting, some for
the first time, and the violence that
they get handed out daily by the

nolice Thic time for anrce thavw

Police charges were beaten back
and by the time the fighting was
over 100 cops were in need of hos-
pital treatment. Police cars were set
on fire.

Many blacks were arrested —
about 50 of them. And the cops
seem bent on getting their ounce
of flesh for the drubbing the reciev-
ed.In the first case up before the
courts, an 18-vear old Indian

’

DESPITE THE importance of
the Right to Work March and
the need to make it a big success,
this should not stop us from
pointing out the faults that do
exist in the organisation of the
march and the Right To Work
Camapaign by the IS-dominated
National Right to Work Coun-
cil.

If the Right to Work March
is to take full advantage of the
opportunities open to it, it is -
vital to achieve the maximum
possible unity of all those who
are genuinely prepared to fight
for jobs. This, necessarily, means
a fully democratic movement in
which different proposals for
the demands and activites of the
the campaign can be discussed,
and decided. It must also mean
full rights for those who wish
to emphasise particular aspects
of the campaign (eg women's
right to work) within its general
framework.

O

For this reason the following
aspects of the march are part-
icularly disturbing:

. * The ban on leaflets,
banners, and contingents imposed
on the Gay Workers and the
Women's Right to Work contin-
gent., and the exclusion of rep-
resentatives of these bodies
from the Council running the
march.

* The rejection of an invit-
ation from the Crawley Joint
Shop Stewards Committee to
a joint meeting on unemployment
when the march makes its
over-night stop there.

* The secrecy and mystery
that surrounds the nature and
composition of the National
Right to Work Council, and
the exclusion from it of a bon
bona-fide from
Chorliton Labour Party.

O

To correct these mistakes and
really build the campaign, all
bodies — trade unions, women's
groups, Labour Parties, student

_unions — that support the
march should be summoned

to a delegate planning meeting

as soon as possible (preferably
within a month). This confer-
ence should be organised open-
ly and democratically to decide
the next steps of the campaign,
to discuss its political programme
and elect an open leadership.

All this is absolutely
necessary if we are to build
the



TRICO bosses t

TRICO management have sent
out a letter to the women strikers
urging them to return to work. -
It says: '

The result of the Tribunal was
indicated to all Trico personnel
as soon as it was known. As ant-
icipated, this produced from
some people further comments
on the unﬁirness of the Tribunal
system and a general attempt to
mock the whole Tribunal...It can-
not be said too strongly that the
question of the Tribunal being
biased against trade union
members is not true.

You will be interested to know
that more employees have ret-—
urned to work, both men and
. women, since the Tribunal find-
ing. Not only have they seen it as
important to resume earnings
and their normal way of life as
soon as possible, but they have
also found it a straight-forward
business in crossing the picket
lines... :

The police are always present
in sufficient numbers to ensure
that any employee who wishes to
cross the picket line and join the
ever-increasing = number of
people who are working, may do
so without any personal risk. It is
important that you join  your
colleagues who are working and
help to bring about a situation
where lay-off or redundancy
would no longer be inevitable.”

Mass

But this bluff and bluster has
not succeeded in demoralising
the strikers. They still refuse to
join the scabs (“their . coll-
eagues*‘‘...) in returning to work.
They gave their answer in no
uncertain style to the manage-
ment at a mass picket Ilast
Monday morning. -

The pickets thumbed their
noses at the Director as he went
through the gate, and the
waved their coples of the letter
under his nose.That showed how
little impressed they were with
his threats of Ilay-offs and
redundancies. '

A mass meeting is being
arranged at the Trico plant in
Northampton, where a lot of the
work from Brentford is being
farmed out to. Since their last
meeting with the Brentford strik-
ers, the women in Northampton
(who are on 811 a week less than
workers at the other factory),
have all joined the AUEW. Now
the strikers are looking for their
sisters in Northampton to give
them a lot more support...

. Support continues to arrive for
the strikers from the trade union
movement in London. Last week,
for example, workers at the
Martin-Baker engineering
factory decided to donate the

. first week’s increase under a
pay deal to the Trico strike fund.
The donation came to over 8460°
and the Martin-Baker stewards
have pledged that there is more
to come. :

It was during the same week
that the local industrial tribunal

ryon

bluff and bluster

refered to in the management
letter met, and decided against
the women. The tribunal meeting
was boycotted by the union. In a
joint statement by the Trico
strike committee and the AUEW
Southall District committee cond-
emned the tribunal’s decision
and pointed out that it underlin-
ed the serious defects in the
Equal Pay Act. The statement
said that:

““It illustrates that, even where
men and women are working
alongside each other on identical
work, they do not qualify for
equal pay in law.”’

The statement added: ,

‘“This dispute is a milestone in
the fight for equal pay for women
and has been instrumental in
highlighting the inadequacies,

.legal loopholes, and defects of
the Equal Pay Act.” :

But after 15 weeks the Trico
strikers are still not in sight of
victory. They need serious black-
ing, not antics like those at Long-
-bridge (see below). They need
maSSIVE SUPPORT FOR THEIR
PICKETS. Without these Tricos
will not be a mile-stone on the
road to equal pay — but a grave-
stone for the women who work
there.

FRAN BRODIE

the Working Women’s Charter.

TRICO — A STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL PAY
by MARY CORBISHLEY.

A WORKERS ACTION pamphlet describing the history of the
strike. and the shabby record of Industrial Trlbunals. It includes a

background analysis of the fight for equal pay and the role of
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Who'’s

dragging
their

feet!?

FOR OVER A MONTH, milit-
ants at British Leyland, Longbridge,
have being trying to get Trico prod-
ucts blacked at their works.

ico wiper-blades are used on
every Mini and Allegro, and the
wipers are arriving at the factory
all the time, and continue to be
fitted. ’

At first, Communist Party mem-
bers said that the Works Commi-
ttee was taking the matter in hand.
But wipers labelled ‘Trico USA’ or
‘Trico Germany’ continued to
arrive and be used. .

Then they said, ‘Wait till the
Tribunal. If it goes against the strik-
ers, then we bldck.” The Tribunal
did go against the strikers — but
still no blacking. -

Then the store-men at one shop
decided to act. They refused to

‘handle any Trico wiper blades.

The response of Dereck Rob-
inson ( Convenor and CP member)
was to tell the store-men to stop
the blacking until an alternative
supply could be found...

ince then he has been going
round spreading the story that he
would love to black Trico prod-
ucts — that the AUEWis all in fav-
our of this, but that T &G members
are dragging their feet. This is
complete nonsense because black-
ing decisions are taken by shops —
not by unions,

In fact, the larger T &G branch

. is supporting 1rico by sending

money, and their stewards are hold-
ing shop meetings to press for
blacking.

Published by Workers Action, 49 Carnac

St, London SE27. Printed by Prestagate
{TU) of Reading. Registered as a news-
paper with the GPO,

Trico pickets shout at scab crossing the line in a car
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‘The axe falls on Bury’s old
- and sick

Demonstrators ‘marching against the cuts in Bury

Editorial

v
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JOIN )
STATEMENT
BY SOCIALIST

FIGHT. WORKERS'

SLCTION & LMG.

Mr. Kingsley Read, Chairman of the National Party, responded to the racist murder of an Asian youth with the
jubilant cry to a large meeting of racists: ‘‘One down, one million to go!’’ The same Mr. Read, one of the two
National Party councillors in Blackburn, has publicly said that the anti-racist demonstration scheduled for Sept-
ember 1tth in Blackburn will not be allowed to take place — that the racists will forcibly prevent it. The National
Front has said the same thing.

Blackburn is their citadel, a fascist base; the first of many they hope to establish by using racist agitation. Faced
with a march through *‘their territory’’, they have picked up the old anti-fascist slogan of the 1930s and now hurl it

at the anti-racists: ‘‘They shall not pass’’. They mean it. They have a real power base in Blackburn and we should—~

take their words seriously. -

~ Blackburn is a test case for the will of the left to move away from safe toy-town anti-fascist demonstrations and
get down to the nasty but unavoidable work of sorting out the racist hate-mongers where they are strongest.
Tendencies like the Communist Party and others who look to-the police and the state machinery to settie the
matter by anti-racist legisiation or by ‘banning’ the National Party and National Front are living in a dream world.

Either the left and the labour movement will beat down the fascists now. Or Blackburn really is only the first of
many areas where the fascists will put on muscle, using racism — muscle to be used later against the whole iabour
movement. Already in parts of East London fascist strength is almost at Blackburn level — and growing.

September 11th is the test. .

Maximum national mobilisation is essential. The advanced labour movement must move from just supportin
the right of blacks to defend themselves and go into vigorous combination with these black seif-defence groups to
smash the fascist threat.

September 11th must be the day when the fascist bully-boys who terrorise the local immigrant population don’t
dare to show their faces in the streets. It must not be a day when a small force of anti-racists marches on the
sufferance of the police and under police protection. We must ram home to even the most bone-headed fascists
that the labour movement is beginning to rouse itself-to put a stop to their dirty work. We must encourage the
immigrant population to continue and accelerate their.fight back, by throwing maximum weight into the scales on
their side.

We believe that fascists must be driven out of the labour movement, that all immigration-control legislation
should be repealed, and that fascists should be driven off the streets and denied all rights to function politically or
to express their views in any way.A mass national mobilisation to drive them off the streets in Blackburn on
.September 1(1 th can also be a new starting point for a vigorous campaign to counter the fascists in the labour

movement.

In this way we can begin to win support for policies which place the burden of the crisis not on black people but
on the.capitalist system itself — where it belongs. Policies of nationalisation of firms declaring redundancies,
without compensation and under workers' control, of work-sharing with no loss of pay, policies which tie wages
and benefits to the rise in the cost of living — these policies, which begin to impose some control by the working
class over the economy, are the best answer to the racists. Mass action on these policies can throw back the
attacks of the Labour Government, undermine the support of the fascists, and drive out the right wing and racist
leaders of the labour movement. '

Every socialist and communist, every working class militant who understands the suicidal divisions racism

brings into the labour movement, and the threat of annihilation that a strong fascist movement would -mean for the
labour movement, should turn out at Blackburn. Approach your comrades, friends, workmates, and convince

them to turn out. HELP US TO ORGANISE a mammoth contingent to stamp on the arrogant racists in their’

Blackburn stronghold.

We say to the National Party and National Front that the march WILL take place — even if some now backing it |

withdraw. We will march in Blackburn on September 11th — through the fascists and over them!

brandlesdolme Old People’s Home
in Bury, Lancashire, was closed
last week, turfing out 28 old people
who had expected to stay in the
familiar surroundings of the Home

among friends and people they

have come to know, for the rest of
their lives. The bulil is now

few days later. When winter comes
deaths must occur because of this

Bury;sToryeonncllsaysthtﬂne
Government has told them to lop a

.pounds off this s&w’s
budget, to be followed by 800,000
later on. So they have begun to dis-
mantle the town’s Social Services.

Of the 29 hostels or institutions,
7 are to be closed and sold to priv-
ate buyers, saving the council

320,000.

In two weeks’ time, the Dors

j

%

Butler Children’s Home will close.

people to take them as foster child-
ren so that they won’t have to
move away from their friends and
the area they feel attached to.
Whittle Ptke, a therapy and
training centre for 60 mentally
handicapped adults, is to close this
month, It’s going to be used as a
furniture store! And this is another

purpose built centre, only 3 years

" Strains

Pike will put on them and their

child. To care for Pat without the
Centre involves her parents in con-
stant attention, unable to go out
day or unless someone is
found to stand in for them. If Pat
oes to the Centre, her ts are
to go to work, see friends and
have more patience and affection
for Pat when she comes home each
day. Pat herself is enabled to make
friends, learn to care for herself
and cope as
ible. To shut Whittle Pike is to con-
demn both child and parents to a

~ terrible isolation.

Another closure will be Hillcrest
— a hostel for 28 mentally ill
adults. This is to close on Septem-
ber 15th and the residents believe
it has already been sold to a private
buyer. They each received a dup-
licated letter telling them they
would have to move to other acc-
omddation — many have heard no-
thing since, and are desperately
worried: what ‘other accomodat-
ion’ is there for them? Many have
been rejected by their families
after serious breakdowns, and
came to Hillcrest after long spells
in a mental hospital.

Hillcrest was purpose built by

Lancashire County Council about §

independently as poss-:

years ago.
Jim, who has lived there for sev-

- eral years, says: *‘This has undome

all the good work done here for me.
I'was in a mental home with gerist-
rics before — do I go back there

paradise
‘league table’ of provisions Im
Greater Manchester). Now, for
those least able to make it, it will
look more like hell.

In addition to axing homes,
Little and his cohorts are also cut-
tirig back on field staff and grants
to voluntary bodies. They Aave

even taken away bus passes from

the handicapped!

Since those cuts were announced
at the end of July, there has been a
mounting storm of protest amd
anger. Residents at Hillcrest occ-
upied the Social Services office,
angry parents marched about the
nursery, mass meetings of 300-469
have taken place — sometimes twe
in a week. Bank Holiday Saturdey
saw a 2,000-strong protest march
through Bury. 7

- Social workers have written to
the Minister, David Ennals, and
succeeded in getting an official
DHSS enquiry. Mike Noble (Lab-
our MP for Rossendale) and Frank
White (Labour MP for B:wy) have

‘called on Little to resign or re-

consider the cuts, and Colin Bar-
nett, Regional NUPE official, has
called on his members neot to co-
operate with the council. Now both
Nalgo and NUPE have blacked all
work connected with implementing
the cuts.

In Bury an Action Committee of
social workers and people affected
has been formed with the suppert
of the local branch of the AUEW.

So far the Tories remain adam-
ant, but it is possible that they may
be forced to agree to save the polit-
ically ‘sensitive’ services, such as
those for the old and the handi-
capped, whilst going ahead with
the other cuts.

The Action Committee mmst
stand firm on ALL cuts; and it is
absolutely vital that members of
the local public sector unioms
NUPE and Nalgo put into practice
their unions’ opposition to the cuts

- JOHN ASTBURY
JANET PITILIA
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_Crisis in South Africa.
| The venomof
| Operation

Cobra

LAST MONDAY The ' Guardian
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Detainees were beaten, some
were nearly drowned being held
under water or burnt with cigar-
etts. After being tortured for a
couple of days they were either
transferred to detention at the

rs’ base at Ondongwa,
or else sent for further torture to a
special interrogation centre.

Other reports that have come out
of the area confirm that the use of

SAfricen -
rmy camps

Designated black
homeiand areas

Labour Government. So much for
the vaunted ‘arms ban’ on South
Africa. :

Cobra and its after-
math shows that South Africa is
determined to hold onto Namibia,
although even according to the
United Nations it has no right to be
there at all. (It’s mandate to cont-
rol the territory, bestowed
by the UN, was withdrawn in 1966)

‘Legal’ or not, South Africa’s
rule has been characterised by the
use of large scale forced population
movement. During 1973 a ‘res-
erve’ system was set up; all Afric-
ans were forced to move into reser-
vations (just like those of the
American Indians), crowding the
African majority onto just 39% of
the land. On the 63,000 square
miles alloted to the reserves,
45,000 are virtually waterless.

Ovamboland is one such reserve
— cynically dignified by the South
ﬁ?n government as a ‘home-

Their true home is the whole of

Namibia, and the Africans, like.

to regain it. Des-
their leaders (two
of whom, Aaron Muchimba and

‘A n. T

MG

PMAP SHOWING |
" THE PLANNED
P ARRANGEMENT OF
THE TROPO SYSTEMI

Botswana

Nerthers Namibia—the scene of Operation Cobra

vo ot

MORE THAN a thousand killed;
thousands more injured; hund-
reds rounded up and carted off to
Vorster’s _bmt£ jails for indefin-
ite periods of ‘interrogation’. Yet
there is little si the revolt
that started in gweto in June
fading. ,

South Africa’s black workers
have never lacked for militancy.

: They have formed illegal trade

unions and mounted serious
strike waves in defiance of rep-
ressive laws forbidding strikes.
In 1960 they staged a serious
revolt against the Pass Laws,
cornerstone of Apartheid. Black
students, too, have faced up to
the police batons and dogs. The
country’s jails are full of brave
men and women who have organ-

ised and fought back.

What has been lacking is ar
prospect of victory in the forese
able future. -

Now . the black masses hav
seen the elimination of white ru
in neighbouring Mozambiqr
and in Angola — where their oy
white masters suffered a hum
iating military defeat. They st
the white regime in Rhodes
fighting a doomed reargua
action against encroaching gue
rilla war. And they have note
the small concessions at home ¢
victories.

But they are not up against
quarter million scattered farmes
as are their brothers in Rhodesi:
nor facing up to a played-ou
absentee colonialism as wer
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pose would be served by denying
that white South Africa is a
mighty power. And its use last
week of the Soweto Zulus against
the general strike there shows,
(though still on a small- scale)
what sort of cards Apartheid still
has up its sleeve. A regime that
has specialised in herding sect-

- ions of the population around like

cattle can always fall back on div-
ision and confusion.

We should have no illusions
that the destruction of apartheid
can be achieved with the support
of the majority, or even a size-
able number, of South Africa’s
whites. The blacks will have to
fight for it — and it will surely be
a bloody fight. The ‘bloodbath’
long predicted for Apartheid’s
end threatens to come not from
the mythical ‘savage black
hordes’ unleashed on ‘civilisat-
ion’, but, as it has in reality
throughout the whole history of

| imperialism, from the ‘civilisers’

themselves. The massacres of
Soweto schoolchildren shot down
by police, the massacres of Carl-
tonville and Sharpville, have told
us that.

Britain is one of the chief props

| of the South African regime, and
| as such, an accomplice to the

slaughter. The British labour

{ movement bears a heavy respon-
§ sibility.

The Labour Government, like

¢ the USA and the EEC, keeps a
¢ | footin both camps. While issuing

v

LAST week the Labour Party NEC

8 produced a document on South

Africa drawn up by the Party’s
Southern Africa Trade and Invest-
ment Study Group under the chair-
manship of Alex Kitson. It is not

i without faults, mainly being too
8 mild in its criticisms of the practice

‘of the present government. None-
theless the proposals that it puts
Jorward for the government to act
on deserve wide support. They
include:

 Aid to the black liberation
movement.

% Cutting all military links with
South Africa.

% Banning further imvestment
by Britisk compamies in South

. ment.

IS LABOUR ON?

~ Frelimo and the MPLA. No pur- .

stirring moral condemnations of
Apartheid, they continue to give
real support to the white regime.
The degree to which support out-
weighs condemnation is shown
by the fact that Callaghan’s gov-
ernment still hasn’t managed to
utter an official condemnation of
the bloody repression taking
place right now.

Yet this Government suppos-
edly has an official policy of fav-
ouring an end to apartheid, and
majority rule in South Africa!

Ban

Britain is still the chief invest-
or in South Africa, and one of its
major trading partners, Despite
the supposed ban on arms and
military cooperation, military aid
still reaches the white regime
from Britain. Rolls Royce jet eng-
ines are sent there through Italy;
Martin Baker rocket motors go
via France; Marconi have a big
contract for a sophisticated milit-
ary communications and surveill-
ance system (the ‘electronic
battlefield’ that is to seal off the
Namibian border); South African
defence officials tour British. mil-
itary establishments with the
approval of the Labour govern-
NATO maintains links
with the South African armed
forces, and apparently lets them
use the NATO military satellite
communication and observation

network.

ca.
% Withdrawal of all British
banks.
* ‘an end to the export of capital
goods to South Africa.
* No more trade between the
nationalised industries and South

* Tightening up the arms ban.

% An end to all trade promotion
services. A

It would be far better to press for
the severing of ALL links (econ-
omic, military, diplomatic and cult-
ural). But if the NEC proposals
were adopted they would constit-
ute a severe blow to the Vorster
regime and a tremendous boost to
the black militants in the front-line

The Labour Government can-
not plead ignorance of any of this
It is these connections that show
who they really support. They
make little noises to placate
important clients in the Third

. World. But they are terrified of

actually jeopardising the enorm-
ous profits thet British capitalism
reaps from the exploitation of
black South African slave labour.

Many reports have been prod-
uced documenting the sub-
human conditions and starvation
wages suffered by blacks work-
ing for British owned subsidiar-
ies in South Africa — time and
time again the government has
refused to take any action.

It’s not surprising that racists
like Callaghan and Mellish
should side with the white bosses
against the black workers. But
British workers, who have no
vested interest in Apartheid and
every interest in the victory of
fellow workers, should take a
hand in the matter. Solidarity
action with those struggling
against the same ‘bosses would
be more effective than all the
sporting boycotts. Goods to and
from South Africa can be blacked
Money can be sent for arms and
equipment. The movement of all
military and electronic equip-
ment destined for South Africa
can be stopped.

And we must keep up the pres-
sure on the Labour government
which so hypocritically claims to
oppose Apartheid.

v

against it.

Labour’s NEC are past-masters

at the back-down game. We should
demand of them that they don’t
Just leave these proposals as good
ideas on paper, but that they use
the resources of the Labour Party,
call meetings, rallies and demonst-
rations that would make it harder
Jor these proposals to be swept
under the carpet. And that they
demand of the TUC that it organ-
ises industrial direct action where
possible to implement any of the
proposals that can be dealt with
that way, thus dealing an immed-
iate blow to the South African
police regime.

© Party

SALVING THE

'LABOUR PARTY'S
 CONSCIENCE

ast year’s Labour
Party Conference is
chiefly remembered
for Jack Jones’ rem-
arkable attack on lan Mik-
ardo at the Tribune fringe
meeting. When Mikardo
criticised the £ 6 limit — very
mildly — Jones leapt up and
shouted ‘‘I detest these at-

- tacks on the trade union

movement.”’

Since then the Tribune
MPs have gone as far as they
dared, when, on March 10th,
37 of them abstained over
the government’s Cuts
White Paper. Finding that
any further fight would mean
seriously counterposing
themselves to the right wing,
and declaring openly that the
defence of working class int-
erests came above keeping
the Government in office.
they then backed down.

They adopted the same
logic as Jack Jones: social
reform is desirable — but
only after the Government
has brought - capitalism
through its crisis at the ex-
pense of the working class.

Thus this year’s Labour
conference agenda
shows the movement in a
depressed state. There is the
usual retinue of resolutions
calling for large scale nation-
alisation and the ending of
the capitalist system. V-
entry North-West CLP dec-
lares that ‘‘a minority of
money speculators, who con-
trol and manage investment
and the use of credit inst-
ruments, dictate the life

style of the community  and
distort and make nonsense of
social democracy.”’

Union leaders like Jones will support
the government. -

But when the resolutions
shift their attention from
generalities about the social-
ist future to questions of
what must be done now, a
more right wing tendency is
visible. On pay curbs, there
are 7 resolutions uncritically
supporting the government’s
policy, 5 supporting it critic-
ally, and only one (from Cov-
entry South West CLP)
opposing it.

On the issue of Party dem-
ocracy, there continues to be
some fight in the constituen-
cies, despite the failure of
the leading Tribunites to
counterpose themselves to
the right wing course of the

government.

After the rejection of Reg
Prentice and Frank Tomney
by their local CLPs, the issue
has been revived once again
with the pledge of Ann
Holmes, seeking the Labour
parliamentary nomination in
Kensington, to be account-
able to the GMC — a pledge
condemned by George
Brown on the grounds that it
aimed to substitute Soviet

_for parliamentary democracy

The Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy secured
sunport from 30 CLPs for its
model resolution for re-
selection of sitting MPs. (At
present CLPs can only get
rid of sitting MPs through a
very long procedure, which
the NEC can block at will,
though it has not domne so
either in the Prentice or in
the Tomney case).

However, none of those 30
resolutions appear on the
conference agenda. The
Conference Arrangements
Commiittee -has ruled them
all out of order on the
grourds that the issue was
debated at the 1974 confer-
ence.!

Agenda

Some of the more import-
ant resolutions which are on
the agenda, such as Hackney
North CLP’s call for self-
determination for Ireland
and for Troops Out, may also
fail to reach the floor of
conference.

On racialism, however,
there are a number of resol-
utions raising the question of
ending immigration controls,
and two — from Wallasey
and from Norwood CLPs —
raising, though not very
clearly, the question of ‘no
platform for fascists’. The
Norwood resolution also ex-
presses support for black
community self-defence
activity.

Resolutions - inspired by
he Militant tendency. con-

| fine themselves to favouring

anti-racialist propaganda
and advocating ‘‘a determ-
ned socialist answer to the
risis’’. But general good in-

. tentions about racial harm-

ony will have little concrete

_effect in cowing the racist

hard-core, in reorienting
confused workers inclined to
scapegoat immigrants for
capitalism’s problems, or in
defending the black com-
munities.

The Labour Party has al-
ready decided on an official
anti-racist propaganda cam-
paign, as from September
3rd. But any ‘anti-racist
campaigner’ who fails on
September 11th to make an
active contribution to break-
ing the hold of the racists on
the streets of Blackburn is
doing no more than salving
his or her conscience.

COLIN FOSTER



. WHILE THE British was di
ping into the syrup tin for suitable
sweet phrases to heap on the
B:ifast * movement’, mem-
b- s of the 3rd battalion Parachute
F.:giment drove through the centre
¢ Belfast cheering and shouting.
T .ey were on their way home from
a our-month tour in South Armagh
a-d were obviously pleased with
t-=ir work.

-Shot

This latest heroic chapter in the
glorious history of the British army
included the murder of Liam
Prince, a Catholic schoolteacher
whose car was riddled with bullets
as he approached a Para roadblock
when the Paras were feeling }'umpy
and aggressive; and the killing of
George Johnston (an RUC reserv-
ist) at another checkpoint — he
into an argument with a soldier
who picked alép his gun and shot
Johnston dead.

And, most recently, it included
the shooting down of 12-year old
Majella O’Hare in a churchyard as
she was on her way to confession.
(The Paras were lying in wait there
- for Seamus Reavey as he visited
the graves of his three brothers
who were murdered by Protestants
in January; their murder, natur-

he present conflict in the
north of Ireland has now
gone on for longer than the
Second World War. The
prople there would be strange in-
doed if they did not long for an end
tc it all. They would have to have
hearts of ice not to be moved by the
terrible ‘accident’ that killed the
three children who were
mowed down by a car whose driver
Provisional IRA Volunteer Danny
Lennon) was shot dead at its wheel
by the British Army.
The ‘Peace Movement’

Peace
at any

ally, led the Paras to suspect that

any remaining Reaveys must need
watching...) '

But the Army top brass isn’t sat-
isfied with having a free hand to in-
flict terror on places like South
Armagh. Frustrated in their at-
tempts to défeat the Provisionals,
they are demanding further rep-
ressive powers. They want either a
return to no-trial internment, or a
system like the one that operates in

e ‘Republic’, where geople can
be jailed on the unsubstantiated
word of a senior policeman.

The Tories, together with the
Unionist hierarchy (which :they’d
like to bring back into the fold)
have taken up this call. Tory spoke-
sman on Northern Ireland Airey
Neave has just toured the North,
and in a radio interview with- RTE
(the Southern broadcasting author-
ity) he advocated a new offence of
“terrorism’’, so loosely defined as

- to require little proof.
_ But, as he made clear, his defin-
" ition wasn’t meant to include the

Orange paramilitaries, Northern
Ireland’s most dedicated Kkillers.
While le - charged with an
“‘offence of terrorism’’ should be
presumed guilty until ed in-
nocent, he told RTE he wasn’t
prepared to - sanction moves
against the UDA leadership *‘until

pri

there is sufficient evidence to show
that they are guilty of an offence
with which they are charged.”
The British press (before it sud-
denly saw the light of the

‘peace movement’) fell in with this .

mood and started beating its own
war drums. Not long ago we used
to read of the British Army’s
“‘superhuman restraint’’ and were
told ‘“‘no other army in the
world...” ‘etc. Now the tagapers
glory in British Army brutality in-
stead of denying that they are cap-
able of such things.

For two days in August the Daily
Mail gave front page coverage to a
minor riot in Derry. They zgmed
that the stone-throwers were try-
ing to lure the army into the *‘not-
orious’’ Bogside so that they could
be shot at by snipers. In fact the

. army, after deliberately escalating

theconflict, retreated, drawing the

- ARMY DEMANDS
TOUGHER LAWS

children to where they could be
ambushed by soldiers waiting in a
side street for that .

What happened then is descr-
ibed by the Mail with evident
relish;: soldiers ‘‘grabbed six of the
rioters, punched them, clubbed
them, banged their-heads against a
wall, and dragged them off, bleed-
ing and sobbing, to the cells.”’

The troops were led by a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Wilby, who was lib-
erally gtlaoted in the Mail to the
effect that ‘‘a little rough treat-
ment”” was ‘“‘all  these young
bu understand,”.

after this the Army warned

" the women of the Creggan (Derry)

that if their children were not ‘con-
trolled’ they would be arrested and
held till they were collected. This,
the Army said, was to ensure that
they were not hurt or killed ‘‘by
accident”. Though public anger

Part of last Saturday’s peace demo in Belfast

cel

never gained any widesprea Protestant women may link arms
port. The “Peace Women” of  with them and sing hymns. But the
Derry certainly had supportin 1972  Protestant state will take its savage
after the Official IRA had shot a  revenge on the Catholic population
young Catholic home on leave from  if once it concedes defeat and lays
the British Army. But all the pat-  down its arms.

proposals
were very similar to the Provision-
als’ minimum demands. They

" to be treated as equals in the soc-

iety in which they live.
'I‘heNorthen(lblrehndstatewas
designed to demy
things and they know that as long
as it continues to exist, they can
expect no change in their condition
as second claks underdogs. For all
the war-wearyness, the Catholics
are conscious that if they let go the
chance to destroy that state, they
will be doomed to a never-ending
round of sectarian misery.

No doubt even the British gov-
ermnment itself would like to give
the Catholics a decent deal — in its
own t terms, of course.
But it must know by now, just as
well as most Catholics know, that
such a thing is ruled out by the
‘standing orders’ of the sectarian
state they set up with which to con-

 tinue to rule in Ireland.

The Provisionals, in fighting to
end this State of permanent rep-
ression and endemic conflict, could
be said to be the real peace-makers
They are fighting to establish a sit-
uation where peace can be realist-
ically on the agenda.

As children we were told stories
of little boys and girls who wanted
something so much that it was
magically granted to them. If the
real world was like that we could
wish away capitalism, imperialism
and racism with all the other evils.
Unfortunately, the capitalists,

imperialists and racists have the .

money and the power — and the
means to protect them wiih arms.
They will have to be fought — and
not only in Northem Irelund —
before the conflicts they spawn are
resolved. . '

Still the only protection for the Catholic community

forced the army to retract -this
monstrous statement (imagine it it
Britain!) the message was clear:
blame for injuries caused by the
sort of savagery displayed at

would lie with the mothers of the
injured.

So the Army can be tough with
kids. But they have admitted that
the Provisionals are than
at any time since the ‘troubles’
began. And the army officers are
perpiexed. ion hasn’t
worked for them, but all their
narrow minds can envisage for the
future is more doses of the same

cine.

‘Meanwhile, the penalty for cat-
rying arms has just been doubled
to tc,;nﬁ y;aalts’ soon bel?txlll%ing to
an illegal organisation

ill «ncur similar sentences,
handed out in the jury-less
“‘Diplock courts” — a travesty of
justice even as we know it in
Britain. That the twisted system of
legal repression isn't yet airtight
(they had to let Sinn Fein leader
Maire Drumm out of their clutches-
this week when no-one could be
found to testify against her) is no
doubt a fact that it still exercising a -
lot of legal and military ‘brains’.
. For his part Rees, conscious that
army policy has been ineffective,
is hoping that sheer war weariness
among the Catholics -will make
them abandon the Provisionals

Whatever the policy of the

Northern Ireland Office, the army

will certainly be more ruthless in
trying to crush Nationalist resist-
ance. This is especially true in
areas like South Armagh, or Derry
where the Provisionals have rec-
ently launched a new offensive. -

_ Violence has always been en-

demic in the Northern Ireland
statelet, and always will be uatil
the British are driven out and their
excrescence, the Northern Ireland
state, destroyed.

Articles by James Tandy




Still occupying

over cuts

STUDENTS at C.F.Mott College
of Further Education are still
occupying the college 9 weeks after
they voted by 298 to 1 to take over
the college in support of the anti-
cuts campaign. During the
summer, they are running a play
scheme for local kids and working
with the Job Creation Unit.

Vice-president Alison Barker is
already organising for next term.
They will be asking the teaching
unions to support students on
teaching .practice who refuse to
-take c;lasses over 30 or cover for
teachers who are absent for more
than 3 days. They also plan to visit
Further Education Colleges and
schools to help broaden the camp

aign.

Talking about the campaign last
term, Alison said that ‘‘the sell-out
by the Broad Left was probably the
worst moment.“ She described
how ‘‘we attended an'N.U.S. Exec-
utive meeting in London, and
when the questions became awk-

quite
like
Butlin’s

Pear comrades,

I have just spent my summer
holiday as a guest of the govern-
ment at Pentonville Holiday, and
I'd like to tell W.A. readers about
conditions there.

I was arrested on April 24th at
an anti-fascist demo in London and
charged with assaulting a cop. It

was my word against his. Not
suprisingly, I was convicted and
sentenced to a month in prison and
ordered to pay the cop. comp-
ensation. This was to be d
immediately, or else I would have
had to spend another month in jail.

So, I was taken off to Penton-
ville. The first thing you have to
face is the attempts of the screws
to intimidate you, to break your
confidence and dignity. They insult
you and you have to take it. All
.your clothes and possesions are
removed — you become a number
in a badly-fitting suit of prison
clothes. You see the Assistant Gov-
ernor who also insults you. .
The first night there were three
of us locked ina small cell in the
ion wing. One of the blokes
cracked up that night. He sat
talking to himself, kept walking up
and down, moaning and banging
on the door. Later I saw him in the
mental wing of the prison hospital.

\
ward, they moved into closed
session.’‘ She said that she just

uldn’t believe their behaviour.

At the Teacher Unemployment
Conference at Edgehill, Liverpool,
on September 1st they will be call-
ing for a National Co-ordinatin,

- Committee to be elected from the
floor. This will almost certainly be
opposed by the Broad Left-domin-
ated N.U.S. Executive.

Alison is very bitter about the’
way they ran the last aign. C.
F.Mott was one of the 14 student
unions which called for an emer-
gency conference on ther anti-cuts
campaign, N.U.S. President

- Charles Clark sat on the document

unconstitutionally sat on the doc-
ment for 8 vital days, and then
refused to do the bidding of the
conference when it was finally
called. 4
Alison thinks that this behaviou
could cause a major upset at the
Autumn N.U.S. Conference. -
lanCaren - ‘

The next day I was put onto ‘d’
wing and given the job of cleaning.
This meant that I had to clean the
landing twice a day and serve food
to the prisoners. For that Iwas paid
the princely sum of 60p a week —
rising after a month to 70p.

The routine was -always the
same. Up at 7am; working most of
the day, with an hour for exercise
in the afternoon; being locked in
again at Spm. To keep up ’entert-
tained’ there was cinema once a
week and church on Sundays.

There was no contact with other
prisoners — no TV. The only time
we had for mixing was during
exercise. The rest of the time most
of the prisoners were locked up.
The cleaners were the luckiest
ones because we weren’t locked up
most of the time ~— not confined in
a small space with someone else.
Most of the workshops were
working only a few days a week —
some not at all. One man I met had
done only one weeks work in a
month.

Petty

On top of that, Pentonville is

grossly overcrowded. (At least 600
prisoners too many, according to
official estimates.) That means 3
men to a cell meant for 2, lousy
toilet and washing facilities and so
on. Tempers become quickly
frayegl, especially when you’re
continually being pushed around
by the screws.

Some of the rules they have are

amazingly petty. You can get
nicked for virtually anything: for
swearing, for cheeking a screw —

The Labour Movement Delegation

to Ireland sets out on I7th’
September. The Troops Out Move-

ment, following up the impact of
" the minori

report by three
TOM me of the Greaterf;:-

don Association of Trades Councils
delegation to Belfast last July, has
gathered some 50 delegates from
trade union bodies, Labour Part-
ies, and student unions, to visit
Dublin and Belfast. '
Workers Action has given its
backing to the Delegation, and WA

supporters are among those deleg-

ated. However, at the delegates’
preliminary meeting in London on
21st August, it was clear that
the TOM leadership’s manage-
ment of the delegation is showing
many of the same features of bluff,
bluster, bureaucratism and rigging
as were protested against on the
GLATC delegation. v
The approximately 30 delegates
fove Tongihy detals o proceed:
e len Q eed-
ggvs in %the Mansion House in
%Iin, with various mﬁmaﬁlst
semi-nationalist political fig-
ures, but almost no informat-
ion about who was to be seen in the
North. (A list of organisations
written to was read out at the
meeting). One hour only was to be

Demonstration for prisoners’ rights on the roof
of Peterhead prison, Aberdeenshire.

even 1t he deserves it. I saw one
screw threatening to nick a bloke
for assault even though all he had
done was to accidentally bump into
the screw. The prisoner was black
— that made things that much
worse for him. 4

A couple of weeks before 1 ar-
rived, so I was told, there was a
particularly vicious incident. One
bloke rang his bell in the night to
be allowed to go to the toilet. He
was confronted by a drunken and
an, screw who started to beat
the living daylights out of him. As

if that wasn’t enough about half a

dozen of the screw’s mates came
running up and also laid into the
risoner. Other prisoners heard
im screaming. He was dragged
away, bleeding and unconscious,
to the hospital.
Half an hour later, a screw went

“into his cell and smashed the win-

dow. If questioned, they would say
they had had to ‘restrain’ the pris-
oner, and that they had found him
smashing the window...”

Most of the screws are the same.
Vivious thugs, fit only to lock and
unlock doors and beat down the
prisoners. Very few of them are .at
all sympathetic.

One last thing — the food.
Everything is steamed — and no-
thing is ever wasted. Rotten eggs
are served; the porridge re-
appears as ‘‘rice pudding’’; the
soup is often left-over vegetables;
everything is either tasteless or
foul. -

I was released on August 14th.
I've not booked for my holidays
there next year...

MARK TRAQUAIR

TOM Delegation

Discussion—
not bally-hoo

allowed for delegates to discuss
the political content of a report to
be prepared by a Coordinating
Committee; the possibility for min-
ority views to find expression in
the report was confined to *‘signifi-
cant’’ (?) minorities. Report-
back meetings were to be kept in th
hands of TOM. :

- WA supporters comined with
International-Communist League
and International Marxist Group
members, and some unaffiliated
delegates, to argue for fuller
discussion of the report and
rights for minority views, and for
the organisation of report-back
meetings to be primarily in the
hands of labour movement bodies

Black

defence |

DEAR COMRADES,

. Inissue 21 of WORKERS ACTION an

article on black defence groups took

the position that such groups needed

to unite in action with local labour move-
ment and socialist organisations in def-
ence of the black communities.

Since then, however, there has been
no attempt to link the two and in issue
26 in “A Scab by Nature”, it is even
suggested that whites are not ready or
able to assist in the this struggle.

While of caurse we give full support
to black defence groups where they
don’t receive support from the labour '
mevement, it is vital that black defence
groups are oriented towards the work-
ing class and not left in isolation.
Malcolm Woodhall

WORKERS’ ACTION replies: We

. agree. In the editorial statement in WA

21 (reprinted as a leaflet) we called “for
active support by the white labour move-
‘ment for the defence of the black comm-
unities — for joint committees of defence
that unite in action the labour movement
with black community organisations"’.
And in the statement on September 11th
printed in this issue, we say “‘The advanc-
ed labour movement must move from just
supporting the right of blacks to defend

themselves and go into vigorous combinat-

ion with those black self-defence groups
to smash the fascist threat’’.

We do not believe that the article in
WA 26 (which should have been credited
as a contributed article by two comrades
from Wallasey LPYS: our mistake) meant
to say anything different. The comrades
were arguing against the line put forward
by tendencies like the ‘Militant’, that
militant anti-racist activity should wait
until massive black-white working class
unity is created.

sending the delegates. »

The delegation organisers arw
ounced an interpretation of repor
back procedure with delegatin
bodies primarily responsible, an
TOM only ‘helping’, and lost
vote on extending the period ft
discussion of the report from onm
hour to two hourls‘e However -
thanks mainly to the support of
group of IS delegates — they wa
the other votes, including ome a
whether the delegation s. tr
to see the Northern Ireland Labou
Party and Harland and Wolff sho,

IS’ .

Work to orgamise report-bac
meetings s be getting undes
way now — and not only in thos
labour movement organisation
which are sending delegates
Those meetings must be so organ
ised as to allow a serious discus:
ion of the problems in Ireland
without Irish-nationalist and TOM
self-glorifying ballyhoo which ca
convince no-one. Neuawe

Colin Foste

EymaT T

Small ads are free for labour movement
events. Block ads, £5 per column inch.
Paid ads, 8p per word. Send copy to

- Events, 49 Carnac St, London SE27, to

arrive by Friday for inclusion in the fc!i-
owing week’s paper. .

MONDAY 6th SEPTEMBER. Big Flar-=
meeting on ““Struggles in the Blaekko -
unity”’. 7.30pm at the West Indian Spo-:
and Social Club, Westwood St., off Mc:;
Lane East, Manchester.

TUESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER. ““Support
the Blackburn demonstration’’, meeting
organised by Cambridge Campaign ag-
ainst Racism. 8pm, Mawson Hall, Mawso
Rd, off.Mill Rd. For tickets on coach to
Blackburn, phone 311542

THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER.
Campaign to Repeal the Immigration Ac
regular weekly meeting 7.30pm at Inter-
Coop, 31 James St, WC2. Contact CRIA
at 92 Tavistock Rd, W11.

SUNDAY 12th SEPTEMBER. Chile Soli
darity Campaign demonstration, starting
1pm at Clerkenwell Green.

SATURDAY 18th SEPTEMBER. RCG
Public day school on ‘The Crisis of Capit
alism and the Dictatorship of the Prolet-
ariat’, 10am to 6pm at UMIST students
union, off Sackvilie St, Manchester.
Further information from Day School
(WA), 49 Railton Rd, London SE24 OLN

‘ Publications of the lnternatidnal-Comm—

unist League.
‘International Communist’ 1........ 30p
‘The I-CL and the FI'.................. 30p
‘Permanent Revolution’ 3.... .

‘For a Rank and File Movement’.. 10p
‘The EEC: In or Out'......cceecrunenn Sp
Order from G.Lee, 98 Gifford Street,
London N1 ODF. All cheques should be
made payable to ‘Phoenix Pamphlets’.

SPARTACUS, monthly organ of the
German Trotskyist organisation Spartacu
bund. From R. Engelhardt, 43 Essen,
Postlagerkarte 064395A, West Germany.

BULLETIN OF THE REVOLUTION-
ARY MARXIST FACTION: italian
Trotskyist monthly. Antonella Marazzi,
CP 30093, Roma, Italy. -

LUTTE OUVRIERE, French Trotskyist
weekly. LO, BP233-75865 - Paris
Cedex 18, France.

Revue QUAN SAT, organ of the Viet-
namese Trotskyists. 48 Rue Mazarine,
75006 Paris, France.

WOMEN'S CHARTER, paper of the
Working Women'’s Charter Campaign;
first issue incliudes articles on Equal

Pay, the Trico dispute, recent legislation,
the CIS report etc, plus supplement on
the National Working Women's Charter
conference. Price 10p from J. Daniels,
16 Crookham Road, London SW6

REPUBLICAN NEWS, Irish Republican
weekly. 170 Falls Road, Belfast.
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DEMOGRAGY

FLOUNDERING

IN THE
NUS

GEOFFREY WILLIAMS AL&I:{AT-
IONAL UNION OF SE N)
TALKING TO

ROB MCGONIGLE.

In the merchant navy as every-
where else the workers are being
forced to pay for the crisis. Here,
reducing the workforce is no prob-
lem since the men are rotated, the
lay-offs just get longer. Even while
under contract you can get the sack
for breaking petty rules, such as
talking politics (or: ‘upsetting the
crew’). But this does not make each
boat more profitable.

To that end, over the last two"
years, crews h-ve been reduced by
changing the names of grades to
get round regulations (e.g. Able Bod-
ied Seaman, AB, to General Purpose,
GP). Also overtime, which cannot
be refused, has been increased on

Equal pay
strike at
Jeavons

: FOR THE PAST 3 weeks 100
women at Jeavons factory, Tipton,
West Bromwich, have been on

strike for equal pay. Male workers in

. the factory, doing the same job as the

women, are getting £10 —12 a week
more.

When the Equal Pay Act came into
force, management regraded the work-
force so that men became skilled workers
while the women were still classified as
unskilled. In the last 7 months of neg-
otiations with management, the wom-
en, all members of the T&GWU, have
got nowhere. Finally they decided to
go on strike.

This has been already made official
at the local level (although blacking has
not yet been called for) and pickets are
out on the gate. ,

Picketing has been made difficult
because the factory is divided into two
piants, although there is one gate. One
plant makes gas covers and fittings —
that is on strike. The other makes gas-
pipe fittings — they are not out.

Send messages of support etc to:

Terry Askey, ’
T&G House,

Victoria St,

West Brom.

SUBSCRIBE
NOWI1

' 50 issues — £7.50
' 25 issues — £3.75,

Send to: Subscriptions,
49 Carnac Street, SE27

ADDRESS .. ... ..

tesssesesssseusnsss
N .

Cheques payable to °

WORKERS ACTION .

top on the minimum 70 hour week
(50 hours standard over 5 days).
More fundamentally, the exploit-
ation of third world, in particular
Asian, labour has increased the boss-
-es’ profits dramatically. It is no ex-
aggeration to describe these Asian-
crewed and based ships as work-
houses compared to home ships of
the same company. Their wages are
one quarter of their white counter-
parts. To reduce training costs, a few
more men are employed; these poor
standards have led to some quite
dangerous situations. Even their
food is weighed out according toa

regulation long ignored on other
ships. '

Fight
No fight has been put up on their
behalf by any of the European un-

ions. The Swedish union, for ex- -
ample, has fought against Asian crews

and has succeeded in banning them:

but the multi-nationals have already
found ways to use the differences to

squeeze both Asian and Swedish
workers. Racialist exclusions can
only increase the problem.

Blacking and general industrial
action must be used internationally
to outlaw the special exploitation of
Asian workers. This should be link-
ed to a general fight against long
hours, overtime, etc, without loss in
average wages, to create more jobs.
The reaction to drop all Asian crews
must also be fought. Their right to
work must be defended.

Global

True, a lot of these global prob-
lems can never be solved in a capit-
alist system that ploughs US wheat
into the ground, lets ships rust and
men lie idle to maintain profits,
while millions starve to death. This
does not mean we can do nothing,
on the contrary the fight against pay-

Ships queuing in the Thames estuary during the 1966 sea-men’s strike

ing for capitalism’s crisis becomes
more important for it is only the
winning of workers in struggle to
the fight for socialism that gives -
any chance for these problems to be
solved..

So: what is being done? The ans-
wer, in Britain, is virtually nothing.
The National Union of Seamen is a
closed shop that can’t even get up

enough energy to chase up its subs:

I know one member £50 behind
who hasn’t even received a letter.
Their occasional inspection of con-
ditions has kept some owners on
their toes, but these are sporadic.
When contract status has been won,
they ignore that fleet. Votes have to
be taken on board in many cases, but
rarely is there a union rep or a demo-
cratic set-up. The short assignment

time of 6 weeks - 4% months should

not exclude the idea of ship-based
branches. There has to be a general

Tension in the air in
 BLMG Longbridge

THERE HAS been a lot of tension
at BLMC’s Longbridge plant in Bir-
mingham in the last few weeks. Neg-
otiations are going on for the new
annual agreements and for the longer
term eover to production of a
new mini. Electricians and controll- -
ers went on strike over manning lev-
els two weeks ago and won. Tool-
setters are in dispute about having

to train new workers as well as carry
on their own work, without receiv-. -
ing extra money. Extensive lay-offs
have occurred

Last week a strike by 92 engine
rectifiers to obtain a plus pay-
ment of over £1 which would bring
them into lone with comparable sick
relief and slipmen. More massive lay-
offs on Thursday and Friday led to
a march by 300 laid-off direct work-
ers (production line workers) dem-
anding 40 hours pay regardless of
how much work the management
could provide. They handed in a res-
olution to the works committee ref-
using to accept any new agreement
which did not include “vast improve-
ments” in layoff pay.

Despite the implications in press
and TV reports, the real mood of
the march was for “Work or Full
Pay” and not against the rectifiers’ -
strike. In fact the marchers discuss-
ed whether or not to go and picket
gates where engines were leaving
the factory, and decided against it

" only because other workers who
" would then be laid off did not see

the dispute as they did and might
then oppose the strike.

Pill

Since 1971 layoffs have been
comparatively few at Longbridge?
this was part of the sugar on the pill
of Measured Day Work when it was

'| introduced. But now the company

is consciously going back on this,
laying off large numbers in a select-
ive way desinged to set shop against
shop and shift against shift. Another
trick they have been using is to pro-

 voke a dispute when they decide to

lay men off (for whatever reason) so
as to avoid paying out lay-off pay.
It is in this atmosphere that the
two big sets of negotiations are go-
ing on. On the Annual agreement
the works committee have deeided
that the union negotiators must ~
work within the 4%4% limit. They
have done this without consulting
the workforce at all in most shops,
although in some of the few shops
where meetings have been held the
workers have opposed the limit.

- But all the leaders will say is,

“Next year, free collective bargain-
ing”. Which is exactly what they
said last year.

On the changeover in production,

the company have clearly decided
to ride roughshod over the particip-
ation structure. They announced
plans to stewards two weeks ago
without any consultation and as a
result many stewards and one mem-
ber of the works committee, #ack
Adams, walked out of participation.
But they have taken this protest no

" further, preferring to sit back and -

hoping to be asked nicely by the
company and the works committee
to return to the fold.

It is so painfully obvious that the
new plans will involve redundancies .
A new, highly automated paint shop
will hit not only Coventry workers
(the new shop will replace work

. fight against the bureaucracy for a

more democratic union.
We must call for:
* A 40-hour week with no loss of
average earnings.
* Overtime in excess to be banned,
workers’ control of emergency over-
time. Overtime payments to be
brought into line with other industr-
ies and a general stand-by payment. -
And we must fight:
* Against all victimisation and for
an end to the petty rules and regul-
ations around the petty dictator
captains. ,
* Against all discrimination and in-
equalities in wages and conditions,
obally. :
For the right of seamen all over

‘ the world to work.

The only effective way to fight
is through blacking and picketing
ships in ports, asking solidarity again
from our docker brothers.

done there) but Longbridge workers
too, ousting some of the work done
here. A proposal to build a new

t, which will largely replace the
b -

t Works at Longbridge, could
mean up to 3,000 less jobs. The
transfers of components work to
Longbridge will mean massive red-
undancies at Rubery Owen, Birm-
ingham, and also Llanelli and Swin-
don. Of course none of this is cer-
tain yet, but a patten vhich is bec-
oming clear is that participation
means the bureaucrats help to
attack jobs and wages. So it is not
just a question of walking out of it
— welcome though that was — but of
isolating these leaders by organising
a fight against the proposals as they
emerge.

The starting points must be:
* the rectifiers’ dispute, which the
district official and the works comm-
ittee are trying to stop.’
* working out a means of fighting
for full layoff pay.
* an end to overtime, which is ridi-
culous in view of probable redund-
ancies;
* more immediately, a struggle to
get Trico products blacked, which
the works committee is also

obstructing.
DICK BRADLEY

AUTOMAT strikers can't
wait for ever

‘THE STRIKE at Aufomat,
Swinton, over union recognition
and victimisation is still on even
though the strikers have been out
since January. :

A demonstration of support on.
August 18th showed that the labour
movement in the area is firmly
behind the strikers. About 800
trade uniohists, amany of them
from the AUEW, marched through
Swinton and heard local Labour
Stan Orme, chairman of the AUEW
Parliamentary group, pledge his
support for the strike. Other mess-
ages of support came from the
AUEW North West Area secretary,
John Tocher, and Bob Wright of
the AUEW Executive.

After the sppeches the march
went on to the factory, where the
scabs had been given the day off and
the place closed. Hanging from the
roof was a large banner, saying —
Automat Unity. We want freedom
of choice. This had been put up by
Automat Unity, a group of scabs

supported by the management.

The ‘freedom of choice’ it refers to -

is the freedom to scab on fellow
workers and opt out of the union.

The Automat Unity group has
been vigorously condemned by-local
trade unionists. At a meeting of the
Salford District Trades Council, the
chairman, Frank Hankinson, said:
“These people at Automat can’t
kid us by saying they have a trade .
union there, when they are under
the hospice of the Managing Direc-
tor, John Chamberlain.” Apparen-
tly, Chamberlain is a member of
Automat Unity...

Smear

At the Trades Council meeting
a resolution was also passed conden-
ing the Stretford Tory MP, Winston

. Churchill, for his repeated attempts -
- to smear the strikers with red-bait-

ing allegations.
But despite this support, Autom
Automat managment refuses to

budge. A meeting between the
union and managment under the
auspices of ACAS folded when
Chamberlain did not turn up —
something that has happened before.

With his own company union, :
a steady trickle of scab recruits, and
expanding order books, he must _
still be confident that he can break
the strikers. A few months of stand-
ing on a largely impotent picket
line — and he must hope they will
give in. But morale amongst the
strikers is still good even after 7
months. )

For this magnificent show of
determination to become a victory
means much more support being
given by the Manchester labour .
movement. In the past AUEW offic-
ials have talked about making the
blacking of Automat really effect-
ive and calling out their members
in the area in support of the strike.
This is what is needed — the strikers
can’t wait for ever. :

BILL COPPOCK



